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worthy of a more noble crown. We sincerely wish
that God may grant you not only all the aids and graces
necessary and opportune, but also every good, spiritual
and temporal alike. And meanwhile, as an earnest of
God s favour and a proof of our Fatherly Goodwill, we
bestow on you, Beloved Son, on your wife and children,
the Apostolic Benediction.

Pius IX, POPS.

ROME, ST. PETER'S, 12 November 1874.

From Cardinal Manning

Sept. 10,1874.

I cannot say with what thankfulness I have read
your letter. God has shewn to you a great sign of His
grace, for nothing else could have lifted you out of the
close circle of opposing forces which surrounded you.
And I must say that you have been very faithful to His
grace, for without the free obedience of your own will
His grace would have been in vain.

I can well understand how all alone you feeL But
this will not be for long. A little while of silence and
patience and you will not be alone. Moreover you
have the happiness of standing against the storm of
public opinion ; and, what is more painful, of bearing
the upbraiding of old friends equal in age and public
life. I feel sure that you know how to thank God for
all this. It is a small thing to bear a little of the shame
which our Lord bore so abundantly for us. We caa
do little for Him : and it is well if we may suffer some
little for Him.

It is not likely that you can' see how your act will
bear witness for the only Truth among men. It will
remind Englishmen that they have a conscience, and
that they must render an account to a higher tribunal
than public opinion or the English Monarchy.

I well remember my last conversations and letters
with Mr. Gladstone five and twenty years ago, ai*d
when I felt a pain which no words can say I remember
wishing that it were double that I might haye more
to lay down at the foot of the Cross.

Allow me to say one thing. Do not think that your
public life is over. You have still much to do, and